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MERITORIOUS SERVICE PAM FARRAN

Pam started bowling in Princeton, Illinois at Pleasant
Lanes and soon found herself bowling 3-4 nights a week in
leagues.  Her love of the sport continued to grow and she
became active in the Junior Bowling Program when the
Tenney Bowl in Kewanee opened in 1985.

Pam served on the Kewanee WBA Board of Directors for
many years, serving as President for 4 years and Treasurer
for many years.

She says the highlight of her bowling career was her
appointment to the Illinois WBA Board of Directors in 1994.
She served on the following committees: memorial, tourna-
ment rules and promotion, credentials, souveniers, social and
courtesy and chairman of the workshop committee.  Her
high game 248, high series 665 and high average 180.

She and husband, Jack, have 3 children Michele, Luke and
John.  They have one grandson, Tommy.

Marlene Coffman, Hall of Fame Committee Chairman

“Love and Friendship are the greatest things in life”

OUTSTANDING BOWLER
Alvanell Hill, Canton USBC WBA has been selected as

the Outstanding Bowler to be inducted into the Illinois
USBC WBA Hall of Fame for 2009.

As a lifetime member of the Canton WBA, Alvanell has
participated in many state tournaments, national tournaments
and has 35 local championships to her credit: 8 team 10 sin-
gles, 5 doubles and 11 all events.

Her highest game 290, highest series 684 and highest aver-
age 192.  Her State Tournament Championships include
Singles in 1955 and All Events in 1955 with a score of 1859.

Alvanell placed 3rd in the first PWBA Tournament held in
Miami, Florida in 1960 and was a member until 1965.

She bowled in the last World’s Invitational Tournament in
Chicago in 1960.  She has served as a league officer, as well
as a member of the Canton WBA Board of Directors where
she served as secretary for ten years.

Avanell has one daughter, two grandsons and 2 great
grandaughters.

Marlene Coffman, Chairman Hall of Fame Committee

MEMBER OF THE YEAR JODELL CRUZ

JoDell Cruz has been a member of the Sterling USBC
WBA for 40 years, has served as President, Secretary and
Treasurer of many leagues, and became an Association

Director in 1983, Association Secretary in 1988 and was
hired as Association Manager in 2006.

In 1992 she created a Policy and Procedure Manual for the
Sterling Association under President Bea Martens.

JoDell, as certified coach, served their Junior Association
as Secretary 5 years, Treasurer 1 year and Vice-President for
1 year.

She has bowled in 26 Illinois State Tournaments and 11
National Tournaments.  Her State committees: Credentials
Committee, Nominating Committee for 9 years, 5 years as
Chairman.  She is also a Member of the Illinois 20 Year
Club.

Jo Dell has received the following awards: 1999 Muscular
Dystrophy Association: Appreciationn for years of dedicated
service to Bowl for MDA and also the MDA Telethon.  1997
Sterling/RockFalls Hall BA Recognition for reorganizing the
Sterling Youth Bowling Program .  2005 Sterling YABA
Service Award for years of service as secretary/treasurer.  

JoDell and husband, John, of 27 years have no children,
but her work at Rock River Self Help Enterprises provides
her with many children.

Marlene Coffman, Hall of Fame Committee Chairman

FROM THE DESK OF THE PRESIDENT

Happy New Year everyone!!!  If you haven’t made your
New Year’s resolutions, now is the time.  If we would indi-
vidually resolve to improve in only one area towards the pro-
motion of bowling, the benefits to our sport would be boost-
ed a thousand times.

A big “pat” on the back to all of you for your dedication to
bowling.  To our hard working association managers, my
sincere “thank you” for accepting the responsibility of this
important position.  I do have a very important reminder for
our local association presidents and league presidents.
Remember it is our responsibility as president to verify the
bank statement monthly.

Our Annual Meeting is just a few weeks away and the
Board of Directors is busy finalizing plans for a successful
meeting weekend.  We are excited to be celebrating the 80th
Anniversary of our association which was incorporated
under the laws of the State of Illinois on May 23, 1929.  We
are very proud of this milestone.

I am looking forward to greeting our delegates/members in
Quincy. 

Thought:  There is no such thing as coulda, shoulda and
woulda... if you shoulda and coulda, you woulda done.

Madeline Dotta, President

CHANNEL CHATTER
ILLINOIS USBC WBA
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FROM THE SECRETARY’S DESK

The tournament opens January 24 and runs through April
26, with no bowling on February 21-22 due to the Annual
meeting, April 11 -12  Easter Weekend,USBC Convention
April 29 to May 2, 2009. The Tournament closing date was
moved to April 26 as there is no bowling on Mother’s Day
Weekend..

The Annual Meeting of the Illinois USBC WBA should be
lots of fun this year as we are celebrating our 80th
Anniversary and the Board of Directors have planned some
delightful surprises for the delegates and members.

Delegate packets will be mailed during the week of
January 12, 2009 and if you are a delegate and do not get
your information, kindly call the Illinois USBC WBA office
to request the information.  

Please remember to bring your Delegate Packet to the
Annual Meeting as there will not be extra packets.All mem-
bers can come to the meeting, but only those with delegate
status will be able to vote on matters presented at the annual
meeting, election of officers and directors and site of the
State Championship Tournament.

Some of you have not returned the memo’s requesting the
averages that were not included with the original entry
blank. Averages are not on certification cards so league
record sheets should be brought with you  Be sure to bring
all of that information to the tournament site with you.

The Summer Workshop will be held in Waukegan, Illinois
on June 27, 2009  The reservation forms will be mailed mid
March to all Association Managers.  We hope that a good
number of the associations will be represented at this work-
shop for the latest news concerning USBC and Illinois State
USBC WBA.

Earlene M. Nelson, Association Manager

AWARDS PROGRAM CHANGES

The Illinois USBC WBA board approved a new award for
our bowlers at the November board meeting.  It was felt that
the certificate awarded for an 800 scratch series needed to be
changed from a certificate of recognition for the first 800
series to a clock, whether it is accomplished during tourna-
ment or certified league competition.  This award is retroac-
tive to August 1, 2008 and is a one-time award.  Subsequent
800 scratch series will be recognized with a certificate.

Listed  is the awards that are recognized by the Illinois
USBC WBA:

800-899 scratch series
700-799 scratch series 
675-699 scratch series
300 scratch game

275-299 scratch game
200 scratch game, tournament only
175 scratch game (average of 130 or below) tournament

only
150 pins over average
100 pins over average
75 pins over average
The awards study committee welcomes input from all

members of the association.  If there are any awards to be
considered, please send your suggestions to me at the Illinois
USBC WBA office, 1224 Towanda Avenue, Suite 22,
Bloomington, IL 61701 or Jo Wangler 1819 Staford Way,
Swansea, IL 62226-7948

Submitted by Jo Wangler, Illinois USBC WBA Director

SUMMER WORKSHOP 2008  

The 2008 Summer Workshop was held in Springfield with
100 people attending.  We shared a lot of good ideas with
each other about membership and other issues that every
association faces

.
2009 SUMMER WORKSHOP

The 2009 Summer Workshop will be held in Waukegan on
June 27, 2009, at the Lake County Conference and Banquet
Center.  So, mark your calendars now to save he date and
join us in Waukegan.  We have been working on several top-
ics that will both inform and entertain you.  Registration
forms will be sent from the office, along with hotel informa-
tion.  I hope to see you all there.

If there is a subject that your association would like us to
cover, please let me know.  We will be glad to tackle it.  If
your association is having a problem, then I am sure that
another association is having the same problem or concern.
You can write, call or e mail the office to let us know the
topic.  Or, you can call or write to me, Cathy Hall,
Chairman, 589 E. 300 N. Rd. Gibson City, IL 60936.  Phone
number is 217-784-8333.

If your association would like to host a summer workshop,
then please contact the office in Bloomington.  Earlene can
send you the information that you need.  The workshop is
scheduled to be held in Rock Island in 2010 and in Joliet in
2011.

Hope to see you all in Waukegan in June

Cathy Hall, Chairman Summer Workshop Committee and
Illinois  USBC WBA Director 
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NEWS FROM IWBA 20 YEAR CLUB

The Illinois USBC WBA 20 Year Club will hold their
annual luncheon,  hosted by the Illinois USBC WBA,
February 22, 2009 at the Oakley-Lindsay Civic Center, in
Quincy, Illinois    

Invitations have been sent and reservations must be made
no later than February 5th.  Invitations were sent to all mem-
bers current in dues.  If you did not receive your invitation
and feel you should have, please contact me at 217-753-
1857.

Melinda Calvert, Chairman 20 Year Club

NEWS FROM AROUND THE STATE

BLOOMINGTON USBC WBA

The bowlers of Bloomington worked hard at the State
Senior Tournament which was held the last weekend in
October and the first two weekends in November doing the
50/50 and score monitoring.  The 50/50 monies will be sent
to the Relay for Live and the BVL fund.  Thanks to all of the
bowlers who participated in this worthy cause.

Our Hall of Fame was held on October 12 jointly with the
men’s association as was the local Senior Tournament with
48 participants  This year we added another class for the 80
and over group which had 8 participants.

Coming up in January will be our Mixed Team
Tournament which is another joint affair with the men’s
association.  The ladies will be having a doubles and singles
tournament in mid March.

Earlene M. Nelson, Association Manager

CHICAGOLAND USBC 

At the recently held ISBPA meeting held at Utica, IL. Nov
9-12 an award recognition was presented to Pat Harte, for-
mer president of the Chicago WIBC Association and the
National Board, for her years of service, substantial contribu-
tions and unselfish devotion to all bowlers for the sport of
bowling.

Submitted by Lois King, Illinois USBC Director 

DECATUR USBC WBA

No, it wasn't a Random Act of Kindness.  It was a delib-
erate plan executed by two of Decatur's enthusiastic board
members to give Santa a helping hand to make sure some
needy children had Christmas gifts.  Shelley Golladay and
Tricia Tanzyus selected names from the Angel Tree, then
took the reins and loaded the sleigh.  Their plan was to use
the left over baskets from the delegates' party (which looked

more like holiday baskets than picnic baskets - but the price
was right), stock the baskets with Christmas novelties, home-
made cookies and a Wal-Mart gift card.  They trekked thru
the leagues looking for support and donations, and the
bowlers responded as they always do.  Some just liked the
idea of what the girls were doing, some thought the Wal-
Mart gift card was the answer to their shopping dilemma,
and Rick just wanted the cookies.  All in all it was a wonder-
ful project and they will make many children happy, not to
mention how proud they made all of us.  (I can't give you a
final total because they are not done yet, and Earlene wants
this article by December 15th.)

Our city tournament opens January 10th.  We are hoping
everyone didn't spend all of their cash on presents (or) they
received money for Christmas - we're hoping it's the latter,
and entries are overwhelming.

For years and years and years Decatur bowlers have
been a supporter of the Easter Seals Bowl-A-Thon.  On
February 8th board members will again donate their entire
day, helping with check-in, raffle gifts, a silent auction, rais-
ing money for team entries, and those 'other duties as
required'.  We expect nothing less than success again this
year. 

Some say timing is everything, so let's hope the adding
of the 'leap second' on December 31st doesn't have an
adverse affect on your bowling - who knows, a second might
be all you've been needing.  

Vivian Vander Burgh, Publicity Chairman

JACKSONVILLE USBC WBA

This week has been a sad time for the bowling community
here in Jacksonville.  Three years ago our largest center
closed its doors. We had all hoped someone would reopen it
some day .  As of last Wednesday the Center was demolished
leaving us  with the reality of it being gone forever.
Everything was left in the building as it was being torn
down.  I had to go over there and take pictures of our 20 lane
house being destroyed.  You could see bowling pins and
balls everywhere just laying in the rubble.  Several people
were picking up pins and bricks just to have a piece of histo-
ry to remind them of the good times at the center.   The
Bowling center opened in 1957 and had continued to operate
until 2005.  When the last owner died in 2005 no one was
sure what would happen or who would take over. No one
ever did anything as it sat empty for the past three years.  We
were lucky to have two other centers in our Association, a 12
lane house  in Jacksonville and 8 lanes in Winchester.  Still
we lost 50% of our lanes.  We did lose some bowlers .

However we have a very good Women's Association with
19 board members that stay very active in making sure the
bowlers keep interested in the game. Last year we heard that
the Martin Lanes in Roodhouse and the Beardstown Bowl
were both closing. Both these houses are within 30 miles of
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Jacksonville.  We were sadden to hear of more lanes lost in
our area.   I contacted  both the women's association's in
those towns to offer them a place to bowl.  We were able to
accommodate  four women teams, two from each town
whom have joined  our local leagues for this season. Just
two weeks ago the Women's Association sponsored a snake-
bite tournament the first in our association.  We had 180
bowlers take part in this tournament.  The Bowl Inn said it
was the best turn out they ever had for a one day event..

Our daytime leagues are also a plus for our local women.
The Coffee Club which meets at 10 am on Thursday morn-
ing is our largest women's league with 11 teams.

I am the Secretary of the Coffee Club and just this week
one on my members Grandson was killed in a car accident.
The funeral was scheduled at the same time we were going
to bowl and have our Christmas Party.  I called all the cap-
tains to tell them I would not be there due to the fact I was
going to the funeral.  Everyone of the teams decided  they
did not want to bowl that day and we postponed to the fol-
lowing Monday.  This is something that does not happen
everyday. 100% of the bowlers deciding to cancel even
though they were all not going to the funeral they  said no
way could they bowl that day.

This is what our Coffee Club is about  Friendship and fel-
lowship.

Dottie Konrad, Association Manager   Jacksonville 

JOLIET AREA USBC WBA

The Joliet Area USBC WBA was notified at the end of
June that the US Women's Open was going to be held at
Brunswick Zone in Romeoville on July 31 - August 6 and if
we would be willing to supply monitors for the tournament.
We were honored to have such a prestigious tournament
come to our area that an instant reply was sent to USBC that
our association would help out in any way.  So, Barb Smith
our association manager worked very diligently to get 47
volunteers.  We were excited that we had the support of all
three organizations in our area, plus Barb Leckbee, Tia
Dumdie, and Marlene Folts from Aurora.   We all met on
July 30th to go over expectations and I think Barb Smith
with all of her volunteers that showed up that night blew
USBC out of the water.  They couldn't believe the enthusi-
asm and the amount of volunteers that would be working the
tournament.  They even asked if we would be willing to
work next year in Las Vegas.  It was a lot of hard work, but
rewarding in the end.  The women bowlers commented very
positively on our efforts.  We all were special guests of
Brunswick Zone for the television finals.

On September 27th and 28th at Town and Country Lanes,
we held our first Mixed Doubles Tournament, which was
sponsored by Miller Lite and Kozol Brothers.  There were 55
entries in the Handicap Division and 10 entries in the
Scratch Division.  We guaranteed $500 for 1st Place, but
ended up paying $640.  That big check went to Lavon Picco,
Sergeant-AT-Arms and partner Bruce Sinkular.  Second place
went to Joyce Woods-Sims, Director and her grandson Justin
Woods.  Doubles Scratch winner went to Regina Kettman

and Doug Pirc.  
The 51st Annual Awards Dinner was held on October 4,

2008 at Skateland Recreation Center in Channahon.  Nikki
Lunsford was crowned Queen for the fourth time and Susan
Hirner was crowned Senior Queen for the third time.  We
were honored to have Lisa and Bill Vint and Paul and Jan
Egbers in attendance.

We were notified by BVL in October that the Joliet Area
USBC WBA was second in the United States for their dona-
tion of $8,156.54 for the 2007-08 season. We were extremely
excited and surprised of our accomplishment.  We just got
through with our BVL collection and are down from last
year, but rightfully so with the economy the way it is.  Joyce
Woods-Sims, co-chairman of BVL will not forget this year,
since she was in a bad accident coming home from collect-
ing at Country Lanes.  Her car was totaled and we are lucky
that she was not hurt anymore then she is.  We pray that she
will have full recovery and that her bowling hand heals up so
she can return to the lanes.

Finally, on November 22nd & 23rd the Annual Women's
Will County Open Bowling Tournament was held at Pioneer
Lanes in Plainfield.  The tournament is sponsored by the
Will County Bowling Proprietors Association and the Joliet
Area USBC WBA.  The tournament is divided into two divi-
sions according to average, but anyone that wants points
towards the Queen's Court must bowl in Division I.   There
were 29 entries in Division I and 11 in Division II.  After 6
game qualifying the top ladies in each division came back
the second day for head to head matches.  Nikki Lunsford
was Division I winner and Angela Towe was the winner of
Division II.  Barb Smith ended up in second place.  Next
year Barb.

Libby Hall, Joliet Area USBC President/IWBA Director

ROCKFORD USBC WBA

We find that more and more time is being spent on charita-
ble fund raising causes. The economy is rough but people
continue to dig deep and give. It is amazing.

In October, in conjunction with breast cancer awareness
month, we held a mail-o-graphic tournament.  This has
become an annual event for us. Our "Celebrate Hope" tour-
nament asks for a $5 donation. Half of the money goes into
the prize fund. The other half we donate to our local
American Cancer Society chapter. The funds are earmarked
for services for women in need.

Veterans Day, in November, provided us with the opportu-
nity to focus on the BVL and our "Provide the Ride" pro-
gram. This year, at our hall of fame, we sold chances to
name the active duty recipient of a BVL bowling kit.  On
November 22nd we teamed with the NIPBA and the Vietnam
Veterans Chapter 984 to host a moonlight bowl. Bowling,
raffles, silent auction and 50/50 were the draw.  The evening
was a great success, thanks to help from all those involved. 

Plans are in the works for one more "Provide the Ride"
drive in early March. 
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A continuing project, at least until March, is our "Single
League Fees Paid for One Season" raffle.  Money raised will
help meet our goals for the various charities that we support.

We do find the time to bowl.  Our city tournament begins
weekends at the end of January.  We have some fund raisers
planned for it as well.

Submited by Laura Heller, Rockford USBC WBA
President and Illinois State USBC WBA Director

SPRINGFIELD USBC WBA -

I hope everyone had a wonderful Christmas and now it is
time for the New Year!

Our annual Hall of Fame Dinner was held on October
11th, 2008 at Northfield Center here in Springfield.  The
newest inductees to our Hall of Fame were:  Iner Marshall
for Meritorious Service, Marge Turney as our Veteran
Bowler and we inducted two wonderful women
Posthumously.  Georgia Benner and Juanda "Wendy Smith.  

The first week of December saw us passing out Christmas
Ornaments to each of our members as a way to say thank
you for certifying your league.  Every year I am more and
more amazed at how much these women really do look for-
ward to these ornaments and how many women tell me
every year that they have a special tree that they put the
ornaments on each year.  We also tried to promote our local
tournament which this year is being held January 11th, 17th
& 18th at King Pin Lanes.

Our Board held its annual Christmas Potluck Dinner on
December 10th at King Pin where all the Directors and
Officers brought a covered dish and we had fried chicken
from King Pin and all of members emerita and life members
were invited to join us for a lovely dinner and evening of
being together.  I must say that I do have some simply mar-
velous cooks on my Board.  

It is hard to believe that 5 years have passed since we were
in Rockford receiving our 75th anniversary plaque from
Earlene but here we are recognizing our 80th anniversary.  I
have been told that the 80th Anniversary is a ruby so in
honor of this we will be passing out Red Can Koolies to
each of our members and using that time to promote our
Mail-O-Graphic tournament which is being held the later
part of February for breast cancer awareness.  

That is all we have for now, so see you all soon in Quincy
for our 80th State Convention.

Lisa Bumgardner, President Springfield USBC WBA

WAUKEGAN AREA USBC WBA

Waukegan has been busy with a 2008 Senior Tournament
held in December rounding out 48 entries.  Once again these
ladies braved another snowy day to participate.  Patricia
Botsios was our handicap winner and Linda Letto actual.
The top ten bowlers were Patricia Botsios 629, Myrt Stauche

612, Gail Wiegman 605, Mary Jane Browne 602, Betty
McCann 600, Linda Letto 595, Linda Wilcox 594, Dorothy
Overby 585, Donna Johnson 574, and Jean Krapf 571.

Next event coming up will be the Annual Association
Tournament in March. 

Submitted by: Betty McCann, Association Manager  
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Upcoming Events

February 20, 2009 . . . . . . . . . . . Delegates Party Quincy, IL

February 21, 2009        Illinois USBC WBA Annual Meeting

February 22, 2009        Illinois USBC  Workshop

February 22, 2009 . . . . . . . . . . . 20 Year Club Luncheon

“Smile and the world smiles with you “

Illinois USBC WBA
Unit 22, 1224 Towanda Avenue
Bloomington, Illinois 61701

SUMMER WORKSHOP

The Summer Workshop for 2009 will be held in Waukegan,
Illinois on Saturday, June 27 2009.  The workshop will open
with registration at 9:00 and workshop to begin at 10:00 a.m
with a light lunch.  Cost will be $8.00 

Registration forms will be available in early March and will be
mailed to all Association Managers and will also be available
on the web site illinoisusbcwba.org

Earlene M. Nelson, Association Manager

NOTICE

IT HAS BEEN BROUGHT TO MY ATTENTION THAT
THE ELEVATOR AT THE AMERICA’S BEST VALUE
INN IS NOT IN SERVICE.  I WOULD SUGGEST THAT
IF YOU HAVE A RESERVATION THERE YOU CHECK
WITH GUEST SERVICES T0 BE SURE THAT THE ELE-
VATOR IS IN OPERATION  AS THIS IS A 3 STORY
HOTEL.




